chiding and wicked words, he shall pray for his
enemy. And for the wicked deed of his enemy, he
shall do him kindness. For Christ says: "Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully
use you and persecute you." Lo, thus Our Lord Jesus
Christ commands that we do to our enemies. For in-
deed, nature drives us to love our enemies, and, faith,
our enemies have more need for love than our
friends; and tkey that have more need, truly to them
men ought to do good; and truly, in the deed thereof
have we remembrance of the love of Jesus Christ
Who died for His enemies. And in so much as that
same love is the harder to feel and to show, in that
much is the merit the greater; and therefore the
loving of our enemy has confounded the venom of
the Devil For just as the Devil is discomfited by
humility, so is he wounded to the death by love for
our enemy. Certainly, then, love is the medicine that
purges the heart of man of the poison of envy. The
kinds of this degree of sin will be set forth more at
large in the paragraphs following.
SEQUITUR DE IRA
After envy will I describe the sin of anger. For
truly, whoso has envy of his neighbour will generally
find himself showing anger, in word or in deed,
against him whom he envies. And anger comes as
well from pride as from envy; for certainly, he that
is proud or envious is easily angered.
This sin of anger, according to Saint Augustine, is
a wicked determination to be avenged by word or
by deed. Anger, according to the philosopher, is the
hot blood of man quickened in his heart, because of
which he wishes to harm him whom he hates. For
truly, the heart of man, by the heating and stirring
of his blood, grows so disturbed that he is put out
of all ability to judge reasonably. But you shall
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